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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I have  the  honour 
to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1950,  which  has  been 
prepared  according  to  the  instructions  issued  hy  the  Minister 
of  Health. 

Staff . 

Dr. Yif.W. Sinclair  relinquished  his  post  0.s  your  Medical 
Officer  and  was  succeeded  hy  Dr.A.E.Brovm  on  the  13th  May  1950. 

It  v\^as  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Sinclair  and  one  which  I now 
sho.re  as  the  result  of  my  own  experience,  that  the  offices  of 
the  four  Councils  comprising  "Area  5^"  are  too  far  apart  to 
permit  of  your  Medical  Officer  carrying  out  his  duties  from 
them  as  bases,  and  I am  pleased  to  record  that  the  Councils 
concerned  have  accepted  in  principle  the  necessity  of 
centralising  as  much  routine  work  as  possible  in  one  Office. 

The  County  Council  have  acquiesced  in  the  temporary 
Local  Area  Office  at  Long  Stratton  being  used  for  this  purpose 
and  it  is  hoped  that  agreement  on  clerical  assistance  etc,  will 
soon  be  reached. 

Your  Sanitary ■ Inspector , J/Ir.L .YYilson,  resigned  on  the 
30th  November,  1950,  and  Mr.L .G.Stribley  has  been  appointed 
in  his  place  and  will  be  taking  up  his  duties  on  1st  January 
1951.  ■ 

I would  here  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  a 
resolution  passed  in  1947  to  the  effect  that  while  it  would 
send  delegates  to  conferences  of  associations  of  which  it 
was  itself  a member,  it  would  not  financially  assist  its 
technical  officers  to  attend  conferences  of  their  o?m 
professional  bodies,  even  though  the  Minister  of  Health  has 
sanctioned  expenditure  for  this  purpose. 

Although  technical  officers  are  fully  qualified  at  the 
time  of  their  appointment,  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
public  that  they  should  keep  abreast  of  technical  developments 
in  their  particular  field.  As  fo.r  as  I can  ascertain  this 
principle  is  accepted  and  applied  by  most  a.uthorities  as  it 
is  also  by  all  commercial  undertakings  of  any  size.  I have 
in  mind  the  position  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  in  making 
these  comments  and  trust  you  will  reconsider  the  position  at 
a convenient  time. 

Vital  Sta,tistics. 

Vital  sta,tistics  are  given  in  detail  in  the  conclusions 
of  the  report.  The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population 
of  your  district  to  be  3,509  which  is  a small  increase  on  tha.t 
of  previous  years. 

Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

There  were  51  births  in  your  district  in  1950  giving  a 
natural  increase  of  1.  Bearing  in  mind  the  increase  in 
population  n,s  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  it  seems, 
therefore,  that  some  movement  of  persons  into  the  district 
ho.s  taken;  plo.ee. 

The  birth  rate  for  1950  is  14  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Further  details  and  figures  for  recent  years  are  shown  in 
Table  8. 

This  rate  is  still  below  tho.t  for  Englo.nd  o.nd  Wales  and 
it  will  be  recalled  that  my  predecessor,  in  his  report  for 
1949,  considered  the  most  likely  causes  of  this  low  rate  to  bo 
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the  ageing  population  and  the  acute  shortage  of  houses  for  young 
married  couples.  The  former  would  explain  the  fact  that  the 
crude  death  rate  for  Diss  (13.7)  still  exceeds  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  (11.6). 

There  was  only  one  stillbirth  recorded  during  the  year  - 
0,  satisfactory  position. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Causes  and nges  of  death  are  shown  in  Tables  6 and  7. 

Diseases  specifically  ansociated  with  old  age  accounted  for 
62fo  of  the  total  and  deaths  from  cancer  amounted  to  of  all 
deo.ths. 

Infant  Death  Rate  and  Maternal  Mortality. 

There  v/ere  no  deaths  of  children  under  one  yeo.r,  neither 
did  any  mothers  die  from  causes  associated  v/ith  pregnancy  or 
childbirth.  This  is  a highly  satisfactory  state  of  affairs, 
reflecting  credit  on  all  concerned. 

Infectious  Diseo,se.  excluding  Tuberculosis . 

A total  of  89  cases  of  infectious  disease  v/ere  notified 
during  the  year  and  details  are  given  in  Tables  10  and  11.  The 
excess,  over  the  very  small  n\imbers  notified  last  year  (14)  is 
accounted  for  by  the  minor  outbreak  of  measles  occurring  in  the 
early  part  of  the  yearo  There  was  one  death  from  influenza. 

[Cuberculosis. 

Five  new  cases,  two  pulmonary  and  three  non-pulmonary , were 
notified  during  the  year  and  three  were  removed  from  the  register 
as  removed  from  the  district,  arrested,  and  as  the  result  of  death 
eto.,  le.aving  a total  of  23.  These  are  classified  as  follows 

Pulmonary,  Male  11.  Non-Pulmonary,  Male  2. 

” Female  7.  " Female  3* 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  these  figures  ma,y  be  in 
excess  of  the  true  number  of  cases  and  at  the  time  of  writing, 
the  register  is  being  brought  up  to  date. 

The  control  of  tuberculosis,  resting  as  it  does  in  the  hands 
of  three  authorities,  for  each  of  whom  an  attempt  has  been  mr.de 
to  give  clear-cut  functions  in  dealing  with  a disease  in  which  it 
is  not  practicable  to  separate  such  matters  as  prevention, 
ascertainment,  treatment,  after  care  and  social  welfare,  is 
highly  unsatisfactory. 

Judging  by  the  amount  that  has  been  vo'itten  on  this  subject, 
difficulties  are  general  throughout  the  country.  Pending 
action  at  a Nation?,!  level,  however,  District  Medical  Officers 
in  Norfolk  have  agreed  on  a uniform  method  of  keeping  the 
Tuberculosis  Register  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  improve 
liaison  between  the  Regional  Board,  the  County  and  yourselves. 

It  is  hoped  th?,t  one  outcome  of  these  talks  will  be  that  the 
minimum  routine  information  required  by  your  Medic?,!  Officer 
will  be  forthcoming. 

Vaccin?.tion. 

Since  vaccination  ceased  to  bo  compulsory  there  has  been  ?, 
f?.lling  off  in  the  number  of  children  v?,ccinatod  in  the  country 
as  ?,  whole.  This  is  potentially-  a serious  danger.  There  ©re 
several  ?,dv?,nt?,ges  in  c?,rrying  out  primary  vaccination  during 
inf?,ncy. 
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28  infants  were  vaccinated  in  1950,  representing  55^  of 
the  children  born  in  that  year,  and  although  this  is  1^  lower 
tho.n  the  corresponding  figure  for  1949,  it  still  compares  very 
favourably  with  other  area,s. 

Dental  Stcate  of  the  Children . 

I am  much  concerned  with  the  state  of  the  teeth  of  the 
children  in  you.r  district  and  the  fa.ct  that  the  services  available 
to  them  have  ste.adily  dwindled  since  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
Na.tional  Health  Service  Act  on  the  5th  July,  1948. 

This,  in  spite  of  ministerial  sta.tements  that  children  and 
expccto.nt  mothers  should  have  priority  treatment. 

It  is  common  knov^lodgo  tha.t  co.nomo.lies  in  finaaicia,!  arra.ngc- 
mcnts  in  the  various  pa,rts  of  what  is  now  a State  He.alth  Service 
is  o.t  the  ba,sis  of  the  present  difficulties  and  while  I realise 
that  you  are  not  the  authority  responsible  in  this  ma.tter,  I 
feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  position. 

I do  not  think  your  district  is  worse  off  tho.n  the  ma.jority 
at  the  present  time,  the  problem  is  a nationo.l  one,  but  a heavy 
responsibility  rests  with  those  whose  task  it  is  to  assess  a 
premo.turely  edentulous  population  in  financio.l  terms.  The 
situation  is  further  aggra.va.ted  by  the  foxt  that  a largo 
proportion  of  the  public  does  not  rea.liso  the  importance  of  the 
preservation  of  their  teeth.  They  all  too  often  reg-ard  the 
dentist  only  as  a man  who  pulls  them  out. 

This  report  de.als  with  the  position  during  the  year  1950, 
but  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  drawing  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  priority  classes,  i.e,,  pre-school 
and  school  children,  pregna.nt  and  nursing  mothers,  are  still 
entitled  to  completely  free  services  under  the  Act. 

Water  Supplies . 

The  mp.in  waiter  supplies  are  derived  from  a,  deep  bore  into 
the  chalk  v/ithin  the  district's  boundary.  Thie  dupply  has 
remained  s.atisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  throughout 
the  year.  Three  houses  ha.ve  boon  connected  to  the  main  and 
while  there  arc  still  a.  number  of  shallow  wells  in  the  built-up 
area,  I en  ;glad  to  record  the  Council's  efforts  to  obta.in  their 
replacement  by  main  supplies  as  far  a.s  possible, 

Dra.inage  and  Sewerage . 

The  position  regarding  the  proposed  new  sewerage  works  has 
progressed  on  paper,  but  the  practical  position  is  the  same  a.s 
reported  by  my  predecessor.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to 
render  the  existing  works  as  efficient  as  possible  - all  beds 
were  ploughed  during  the  summer,  but  the  ta.sk  is  quite  hopeless. 

I rea.liso  that  the  Council  has  done,  and  is  doing,  everything 
possible  to  bring  the  new  scheme  to  the  sta.ge  wh^n  it  becomes 
of  practical  use  to  the  Town  and  there  is  no  need  for  me  to 
urge  the  ma.tter. 

Night  soil  disposal  is  another  problem  of  v/hich  the 
Council  is  well  a.wa.re.  Some  ameliora.tion  and  f inane ia.l  saving 
has  been  achieved  by  arranging  for  the  emptying  of  the  larger 
cesspools  by  a.  gulley  emptier,  but  the  problem  of  dealing 
sa.tisf actorily  v/ith  pa.il  closets  remains.  Even  when  the 
proposed  sev/erage  scheme  is  completed,  it  is  estima.ted  tha.t  150 
pails  will  have  to  be  emptied  and  the  Council  will  not  vvish  the 
present  a.rrangemonts  to  continue  indefinitely. 
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HouGing. 

Houcing  ic  ctill  the  iioot  GcrioiiG  prohlom^  22  Council 
houGOG,  6 privutely  owned  houGOG  and  1 flat  have  been  completed 
in  the  year  under  review. 

The  houaing  application  liGt  wac  revioed  in  September, 
1950,  with  the  recult  that  the  number  of  o.pplicp.ntc  fell  over-, 
night  from  335  to  250.  Such  o,  oudden  dimunition  in  the  Gize 
of  thiG  moGt  important  problem  requircG  more  examino.tion  than 
the  more  acceptance  of  the  new  lict,  bp.cod  p.g  it  ic  Golely  on 
fp.iluro  of  applicmtG  to  return  a form  within  7 dayo.  It  ic 
probable  that  the  mmoority  of  thoGe  whoGO  nameG  have  nov;  been 
removed  from  the  lict  have  made  privo.te  arrangementG  for 
their  rohouaing,  but  in  the  country  aG  a whole,  there  ie  no 
doubt  that  more  fp.milioG  are  finding  it  difficult  to  "make 
cndG  moot".  The  Council  nhould  be  aware  of  p.pplica,ntG  who 

wiGh  their  name  removed  from  the  lict  becauce  of  cho^nged  in 
their  financial  poaition.  Quite  app.rt  from  outright 

ino.bility  to  pay  the  rent  of  the  new  houGCG,  there  muGt  bo 
Gome  who  have  only  been  able  to  meet  it  by  economiGing  in 
other  iicceGGitieG.  It  iG  knov/n  thp.t  thic  happened  in  rehouced 
familieG  before  the  wp.r  n.nd  largely  off -go  to  the  benefit  of 
rehouGing.  Thic  id  a not  unlikely  problem  in  thiG  area  p.g 
many  faniliec  rehouGed  have  been  accuatomed  to  rente  leoG  tho-n 
30^  of  thoce  they  are  now  acked  to  pay.  Nor  ie  their  p.dded 
expenditure  limited  to  increa,Ged  rent.  The  acquicition  of  a 
new  Council  houee  tendc  to  lep.d,  ae  it  Id  intended  to  lead,  to 
a higher  ctandard  of  living,  but  thic  cannot' be  achieved  or 
maintained  without  further  expenditure  which,  with  the  precent 
economic  trend,  iG  likely  to  be  more  than  many  fp.mily  biidgeto 
can  Gtand. 


It  iG  true  that  at  the  preoent  time  there  ic  no  Ghortage 
of  applicantG  for  the  new  houGCG,  but  it  muGt  be  remembered 
that  State  Gubcidiced  houoing  waa  primarily  deoigned  to  rehouce 
thoGe  in  the  lower  income  groupa  who  are  unable,  for  economic 
reaconG,  to  provide  themGelvcG  with  Gaticfp.ctory  living 
accommodation.  Ag  long  ao  there  ±d  a.  long  liat  of  applicanto 
n,ble,  and  willing,  to  pay  the  preeent  rent,  it  ic  importp.nt 
thr.t  the  real  needa  of  thoae  at  the  lower  end  of  the  aocio- 
economic  Gcalo  Ghould  not  bo  forgotten.  I regret  I wp.g 
unable  to  convince  the  Council  of  the  need  for  examining  thic 
quoGtion  more  cloaoly. 

Finally,  the  fact  that  the  houGing  p.pplication  liat  could 
be  GO  draatically  reduced  overnight  indicated  the  need  for 
regular  and  frequent  revieion. 

The  Council  ia  already  a,ware  that,  aa  in  other  p.reaa, 
many  propertiea  are  falling  into  diorepair  for  want  of  the 
owner  being  able  to  charge  a rental  which  nakec  it  poGcible 
for  them  to  maintain  them.  So  long  ao  the  Rent  Rectriction 
ActG  remain  in  their  preaent  form,  it  ic  inevitable  that  many 
houaea  will  ateadily  deterioro-te  and  then  bo  permanently  and 
prematurely  loot  to  the  community.  Furthermore  the  Rent 
Roatriction  Acta  a,re  cerioualy  interfering  with  the  working 
of  important  cectiona,  of  the  Houaing  and  Public  Health  Acta  - 
legialation  which  io  the  outcome  of  ICC  yeara  of  progrcaa  in 
the  care  of  the  health  of  the  peiblic.  I would  urge  the 
Council,  aa  and  when  it  can  at  conferoncoa  to  which  it  aende 
delegcatca,  to  preac  for  auitable  amendmentc. 

Houaing  Survey, 

ed 

The  work  inatit'uted  by  my  prodeceaaor  hr:,G  progrerjc/alowly 
and  the  current  poaition  ia  dealt  with  in  the  Report  of  the 
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Sanitciry  Inopcctor.  This  work  chould  bo  conpletod  ac  coon 
o.G  poGGiblc  GO  that  a true  picture  ha,GGd  on  a,courn,t(3  and 
dotailod  infornation  ic  availG.hle  for  the  area  aG  o.  whole. 

Rodent  Control. 


The  Prevention  of  Pamage  by  PeotG  Act  1949  cane  into 
operation  on  the  3lGt  March,  1950,  and  placeG  on  thic  Council 
the  rcGponGibility  of  keeping  their  diotrictG  free  from  rata 
and  nice  and  in  p.articulo.r  carrying  out  periodic  inapectionG 
to  deternine  the  Gize  of  the  problen.  The  Council  hac 
appointed  a part-time  Rodent  Opera.tor  to  adniniater  the  Act. 

Each  of  the  other  diatricta  conprioing  "Area  5"  hac 
taken  a ainilar  action  but  I thinlc  it  unlikely  tha.t  the  Act 
can  be  aatief actorily  worked  on  thia  baaia  alone  a,nd  aone  co- 
operation will  be  neceaaa.ry,  at  lea.at  between  theae  four 
authoritiea,  auch  aa  a pooling  of  the  Rodent  Opera.tora  fox’ 
occa-aioiral  "block"  action,  particularly  in  built-up  aroaa. 

I would  like  to  expreaa  ny  thanka  to  Council  Menbera 
for  their  co-operation,  to  Mr.  L.  l/Yilaon,  your  former  Sanitary 
Inapector,  to  iir.  Stribley  and  other  Officera  of  the  Council 
for  their  willing  aa  a ia  tance  and  to  the  ataff  of  my  office  for 
conaiderable  help  in  the  preparation  of  the  report. 

Youra  fa.ithfully, 


(aigned)  A.  E.  BROV/N. 

M.B. , B.S.,  D.P.H, 
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■S/iBLE  1.  GENER/iL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acrec  ) . . , . . o . , . . , . , , 3,628 

Ectinatcd  Recidont  Populo.tion  3,509 
Rateable  Value  o.  . .£19,263 

Sun  reprecentod  by  a Penny  Rate  £79. 

• LIVE  BIRIHS . 

MaloG  Ecinalcg  Total . 

Legitimate  ..  22  26  48. 

Illegitimate  ..  3 - 3. 

Total  25.  26.  51. 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  thouaand  of 

ectimated  Recident  Population  ......  14.0, 

TABLE  3.  STILL  BIRTHS. 

MalcG  FemaloG  Total. 

Legitimate  . , 1 - 1. 

Illegitimate  , . - - 

Total  1.  -.  1. 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  thoucand  pf 

eotinated  Recident  Populo.tion  ......  0.28 

TABLE  4.  LE/iTHS  (All  agee). 

Maleo . PemaleG ♦ Total. 

25.  25.  50. 

Crude  Death  Ro.te  per  thouGand  of 

ectinatod  Recident  Population  13.7 

T/i.BLE  5.  INFANT  MORTALITY. 


No  deathc  of  infante  under  the  age  of  1 year 
were  recorded  during  the  year. 


TjVB:^_6 , CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS  (RGgiGtrar  GoncrcJ.  ) 
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16, 
17  c 
18, 
19c 
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21. 
22. 
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27'. 
28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Mol^c , 

Tu-UorculociG  5 rocpiratory  .......  1 

TaUerculosis , other  ............. 

S.yphilitic  disease  ..............  1 

Diphtheria  ...................... 

V/hooping  Cough  ..................  - 

Meningococcal  infections  ........  - 

Acute  poliomyelitis  .............  - 

Measles  ......................... 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

ivlalignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ..... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  - 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ......  - 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...... 

Otiier  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasm.s  . . 3 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes  ........................ 

Vascular  lesions ■ of  nervous  system  1 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ........  5 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . - 

Other  heart  disease  .............  5 

Other  circulatory  disease  .......  2 

Influenza  ....................... 

Pneum.onia  .......................  1 

Bronchitis  ......................  1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system  . . 1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .........  - 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .........  - 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . — 

Congenital  malf oimiations  ........  - 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  . . 2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  - 

All  other  accidents  .............  - 

Suicide  ......................... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War  . . - 
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0 

3 

1 

1 

1 
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4 
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Total. 

1. 

1. 
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Totals 


25. 


25 


50. 
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NOTIFICATIOITS  OF  .DEATKo  RECEIVED  DURIWG  1930 . 
(According  to  agh  groups^" 


¥hil  e f-:  F emal  e g T c tal . 


Under 

1 yo 

ar 

— 

— 

i 

and 

unde 

I'  -5 

— 

— 

5 

II 

11 

10 

— 

— 

10 

11 

II 

20 

— 

20 

II 

11 

30 

— 

— 

— 

30 

11 

1! 

40 

2 

r> 

✓ 

40 

ti 

11 

50 

n 

2 

4. 

50 

It 

II 

60 

3 

3 

6. 

60 

II 

II 

70 

5 

8. 

70 

II 

II 

80 

7 

6 

13. 

80 

11 

n 

90 

0 

9 

17. 

90 

II 

li 

100 

0 

— 

2. 

Total 

25. 

• 

(M 

52. 

TABLE  3,  SUmiARY  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  RATES. 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Live  Births  (per  1000  pop. ) 

Diss  Urban  District  .... 
England  and  Wales 

11.53 

19.1 

15.92 

20.5 

15.2 

17.9 

10.34 

16.7 

14.0 

15.8 

Still  Births  (per  1000  total 

births ) . 

Diss  Urban  District  

48.78 

18.8 

18.5 

28.0 

19.2. 

Crude  Deaths  (per  1000  pop. ) 

Diss  Urban  District  . . , , , 
England  and  Wales  . . . . . « , 

13.01 

11.5 

12.36 

12.0 

16,35 

10.8 

16,09 

11.7 

13.7 

11.6 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1000 
live  births j. 

1 

Diss  Urban  District  ..... 
England  and  Vfalcs  ....... 

25.64 

43.0 

. 

0,0 
41c  0 

56.6 

34.-0  I 

• 

j 

0.0 

32,0 

0.0 

29.8 

Table  IQ.  BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  HATES^  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY.  MATERNAL 

' MORTALITY  AM)- CASE-.RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IH 
THE  YEAR""'19To^' ~"PROVISIQML  FIGURES  BASED  ON  QUARTERLY  RETURNS. 


England 

126  County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 

T owns  inc" 

1^8  Smaller 
Towns  (Res- 
ident Popu- 
lation 

Area  5, 

J)iss  and  ' 
Wymondham, 
Depv/ade 

and 

luding 

25,  000-50,  000 

and  Loddon 

Wales 

London, 

at  1931  Census 

Districts) 

Rates  uer  1. 000  Home  Population 

Births  i 

Live  Births 

15.8 

17.6 

16.7 

11+. 75 

Still  Births 

0.37 

0.^-5 

0.38 

0,30 

Deaths i 

All  Causes 

11.6 

12.3 

11,6 

12,12, 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

0,00 

0.00 

0.00 

0,00 

Whooping  cough 

0.01 

0,01 

0,01 

0,00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0,00 

0,00 

Tuberculosis 

0.36 

0,^-2 

0.33 

0,22 

Influenza 

0,10 

0.09 

0,10 

0,10 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

... 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0.02 

0.02 

0,02 

0,00 

(including  polioencephalitis 
Pneumonia  : 0.^6 

0.1+9 

0.1+5 

0,32 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0,00 

0.00 

0,00 

0,00 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0,01 

0.01 

0,01 

0,00 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.05 

Scarlet  fever 

i.5o 

i.% 

1,61 

1.67 

Whooping  cough 

3.60 

3.97 

3.15 

6.87 

Diphtheria 

0,02 

0,03 

0,02 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0,17 

0,19 

0,16 

0.35 

Smallpox 

0,00 

0.00 

Measles 

8.39 

8.76 

8.36 

19.80 

Pneumonia 

0.70 

0.77 

0,61 

0,97 

Acute  poliomyelitis 
(including  polioenceph- 

alitls)  Paralytic 

0.13 

0.12 

0,11 

0,25 

Non  paralytic 

0,05 

0.05 

0.06 

0,07 

Food  Poisoning 

0,17 

0.16 

0.1^+ 

0.12 

eaths i 

Rates  p 

er  1. 000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1 year 
of  age 

29.8(a) 

33.8 

29.1+ 

13.56 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
under  2 years  of  age 

1.9 

2.2 

1,6 

3.3 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Rate 

5S  per  1^  000 

Total  (Live  and 

St  11)11  Births 

Puerperal  fever  and  pyrexls 

5.81 

77^3 

■1+.33 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and 

Wales • 

International  List  No, 

Rates  per  1,  000  Total 

Rates  per  million 

and  Cause, 

(Live  and  still) Births 

women  aged  15-^^ 

■ ' r — 

651.  Abortion  v^ith  sepsis 

0.09 

7 

650,652,  Other  abortion 

0,05 

4 

6^-0-649,  670-678,  Complication 

of  pregnancy  and  delivery 

0.51+ 

mm 

681,  Sepsis  of  childbirth 

and  the  puerperium. 

0.03 

680, 682-689,  Other  complicatior 

LS 

of  the  puerperium 

0.15 

(a)  Per  1,  OOP  related,  live  births. 


TABLE  10 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING 
TUBERCULOSIS")  A CCQRDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS; 


Under 

1 

1-2 

yrs. 

3-4 
yrs . 

5-9 
yrs . 

10-14 
yrs . 

15-24 

yrso 

Over 

25 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  . , , . . . 

— 

1 

1 

V/hooping  Cough 

4 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

11 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . » . , 

— 

8 

17 

38 

7 

- 

1 

71  , 

Pneumonia  , . , , . . „ , « . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Infective  Hepatitis 
Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

(Paralytic ) . . 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— i 

” non-paralytic  . , 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

4 

9 

19 

40 

8 

1 

8 • 

" ■ —■——•4 

89.. 1 

LABLE  11.  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIVE  DISEASES  DURING  1950  (OTHER 
THAN  TUBERCULOSIST 


Quarters . 

1 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

TOTAL. 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  ,0  . 

1 

1 

?/hooping  Cough  ...... 

- 

1 

5 

5 

11 

Measles  ............. 

50 

2 

18 

1 

71 

Pneumonia  ........... 

1 

3 

- 

- 

4 

Infective  Hepatitis  . 
Poliomyelitis  (Non- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

paralytic ) . . 

— 

— 

1 

. j 

1 

Total 

52 

7 

24 

6 

89 

. 

TABLE  12.  TUBERCULOSIS  (DETAILS  OF  NEY/  CASES  DURING  1950) 
Age  Period. 


0-4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65 


Total 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

2 

1 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

1'^, „ TUBERCULOSIS  (NumUer  cf  Cases  on  T.B,  Register 

end  1950.7“ 


Pulmonary  , . , , , 
Non-pulmonary  . . . 

Total 


^ Pemales . ’!  Total . 
! 

1 ■:  ' 7 . 


o 

“ j 


I 18. 

1 5. 


^ -i 


10-. 


> 

I 

zir:: 


23. 


TABLE  14. 


TUBERCULOSIS  (NEW  CASES  B'OIIEIEB  DURIUG  LAST 
5 year.T'- 


Total 


! 1 
1946  j 1947  ! 

1948 

j 

1949  ' 1950. 

3 ; 1 1 

! ( 

3 

4 i 6. 

j_  

DIPHTHERIA  TTE/TJNISAOICN  SCHEME. 

Tne  following  talle  shows  the  immunisation  state  of  the 
children  in  Area  Ho, 5,  comprising  Biss  and  V/ymondham 
Urhan  Districts  and  Depwade  and  Loddon  Rural  Districts 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950. 


' 

Under 
School  Age 

School  Age, 

Total. 

N-omb  e r s Immun  i s e d 

1,450 

4.;.  .6  2 5 

6,075 

Estimated  Population 

3,274 

5,905 

9,179 

Percentage  Immunised 

44.2 

78.3 

. 

66,1, 

TABLE  16 „ VACCINATIOH  ACAIHST  SMALLPOX , 

The  state  of  vaccination  of  children  born  during  1949 
A ].950  resident  in  the  District  and  in  Area  5,  comprising 
3.)iss  and  V/ymondham  Brban  Districts  and  Depwade  and  Loddon 
Rural  Districts  is  shown  in  the  following  table, 

Diss  U.D.  Area  3* 


1949. 

1950. 

1949. 

1950. 

Number  of  live  births 

registered  . . . 

35. 

51. 

616. 

590. 

Number  of  vaccinations 

recorded  

19. 

28. 

340, 

280. 

Percentage  vaccinated 

54,2 

54.9 

55.2 

. 

47.4 

TABLE  17.  DEATHSDUE  TO  CANCER. 


ATOAL  REPORT  ON  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION 

OP  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  DISS. 

1 9 5 0. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950,  a total  of 
2,391  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with 
Public  Health  Administration,  and  are  summarised  as  follows 


Sanitary  Inspection. 


• 0*9 


Water  Supply  . . . . , 

Drainage 
Pactories 

Vans  used  for  Human  Habitation 
Rats  and  Mice  ..... 

Shop  Acts  ......... 

Markets  

Petroleum  Acts  .... 

Housing  ........... 

Infectious  Diseases 
Public  Cleansing  ........... 

Refuse  Collection  - Dustbins 
Visits  with  |^.0.H.  ......... 

Miscellaneous  


31. 
190. 
34. 
9. 
64. 
25. 
42. 
4. 
314. 
68. 
301. 
9. 
30. 
190. 
Total  1311. 


Food  Inspection. 


Regional  Slaughterhouse  .......  557. 

Butchers  Shops  ................  30 . 

Fishmongers  5. 

Grocers  .......................  31* 

Bakehouses  21 . 

Pried  Pish  Shops  ..............  7. 

Ice  Cream  premises  ............  29. 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  .........  13. 

Street  Vendors  347. 

Miscellaneous  34. 


Total  1080. 


Number  of  Complaints  received  & recorded  ..  65. 
Number  of  Nuisances  abated  35. 

Notices  Served. 

Public  Health  Act  1930,  sec. 93  ..  1 (nuisance 

abatement). 

Public  Health  Act  1930,  sec, 75  ..  7 (re  Dustbins). 


Legal  proceedings 


Nil. 


HOUSING. 

During  the  year  15  houses  were  repaired  by  informal  action 
under  the  .Public  Health  and  Housing  Act,  .".930,  and  Doicoli.tion 
Orders  were  made  to  3 dwellings. 


At  the  end  of  this  year  3 known  co.ses  of  overcrowding 
were  in  existence,  there  being  improper  separation  of  the  sexes 
in  each  instance.  Only  1 case  was  reported  and  1 abated. 

New  accommoda.tion  constructed  during  the  year  was  22 
Council  Houses,  6 privately  owned  dv\rellings  and  1 flat,  the 
100tl:^*&?)U%?:5l  House  being  in  this  number. 

The  temporary  accommodation  at  Mere  Manor  is  gradually 
being  relinquished  by  families  and  only  9 remain  in  occupation. 

Housing  Survey  progress  has  not  been  too  good  during 
the  year  due  to  pressure  of  other  work,  To  date,  311  houses 
have  been  inspected  and  recorded  in  the  categories  as  shown  in 
the  Rural  Housing  Survey. 

An  analysis  is  as  follows 

Cat.l  Fit  in  all  respects  2. 


Cat. 2 Minor  repairs  necessary  27. 

Cat. 3 Major  repairs  necessary 200. 

Cat. 5 Unfit  for  human  habitation  ,,  82. 

Total  311. 


INFECTIOUS  DISE/iSE  AND  DISINFECTION. 


During  the  year  66  visits/inspections  were  made  in 
connection  with  infectious  disease,  being  in  most  instances  on 
notification  from  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
"Terminal  Disinfection"  was  carried  out  to  1 house  on  account 
of  Tuberculosis. 

CONSERVANCY. 

Conservancy  which  includes  the  emptying  and  cleansing 
of  pail  closets,  privy  vaults  and  cesspools  is  carried  out  under 
the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Approximately  4 days  a week  are  necessary  to  complete  this  v;ork 
using  a horse- drawn  tumbler  cart,  thehorse  being  hired  from 
Mr. A .F .Harvey , Sturgeons  Farm,  Roydon,  at  a charge  of  15/~  a day. 

Eight  pails  in  Roydon  (Depwade  R.D. ) are  emptied  weekly 
at  an  annual  fee. 

Particulars  of  work  done. 

Pail  Closets  - emptied  weekly  . . . 301. 

Privy  Vaults  .......... ..o . 53* 

Cesspools  ........  0 0 .....  o ......  . 16. 

The  cost  of  the  Conservancy  Services  is  nearly  £400 
per  year.  The  present  method  of  emptying  pails  and  vaults  is 
very  unsatisfactory  and  insanitary.  Additional  equipment  would 
be  necessary  to  put  this  service  on  a satisfactory  basis.  The 
ideal- of  course  is  for  every  property  to  be  connected  to  the 
sewer,  but  this  will  not  be  achieved  for  several  years  to  come. 

As  a result  of  the  highly  successful  experimental 
emptying  of  2 cesspools  in  the  U.cban  District  using  Depv/ade's 
Cesspools  Emptier, the  Council  resolved  that  this  m-ethod  be  used 
for  ompt^mng  all  cesspools  in  the  future. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


The  cleansing  services  are  under  the  direction  and  super- 
vision of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A new  Fordson  Thames  Refuse  Collector  has  been  ordered  at  a 
cost  of  £688  which  it  is  hoped  to  put  into  operation  before 
the  end  of  the  current  year.  This  should  maintain  and  improve 
this  vital  and  ever  expanding  service. 

Two  men  and  one  loader/driver  are  fully  employed  on  refuse 
collection  and  disposal.  These  men  are  responsible  for  tip 
maintenance  and  also  for  Salvage  Collection.  * It  should  be 
noted  that  Refuse  Disposal  is  not  merely  a matter  of  tipping 
refuse  into  a hole.  As  far  as  possible  the  Ministry  of 
Health's  recommendations  for  Controlled  Tipping  o.re  carried 
out.  The  refuse  tips  are  situated  on  land  in  Palgrave 
(Suffolk),  rented  at  an  annual  cost  of  £15.  The  tip  fires 
liave  now  burned  themselves  out. 

During  most  of  the  year  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  has 
been  maintained  and  this  is  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  needs 
of  the  town.  A large  number  of  householders  in  Diss  misuse 
their  dustbins.  All  clean  paper  and  cardboard  is  valuable  as 
salvage  5 potato  peelings,  cabbage  leaves,  tea  leo.ves  etc., 
would  be  better  burned.  Garden  refuse  must  not  be  put  into  bins. 

The  poor  quality  of  the  coal  supplied  to  Diss  is  reflected  in 
the  greatly  increased  weight  of  refuse  collected  during  the 
winter  months.  A trial  weight  of  a week's  collection  of  refuse 
early  in  November  (this  was  quite  a mild  dry  week)  produced  a 
total  of  18  tons  9 cwts.  2 qrs.  14-  lbs.  This  weight  will  be 
considerably  increased  during  the  winter  months  and  not  greatly 
decreased  during  the  summer  months.  Taking  this  weight  as  a 
weekly  average  it  will  be  seen  that  nearly  95-0  tons  of  refuse 
are  disposed  of  annually,  which  works  out  at  roughly  £1.  1,  Od. 
per  ton  for  collection  and  disposal. 

The  collection  of  refuse  has  been  greatly  extended  during  the 
past  two  years  and  nov7  covers  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District 
with  the  exception  of  part  of  The  Heywood  v/hich  is  essentially 
rural  in  character.  This  can  be  seen  more  clearly  from 
figures  - in  194-7  the  number  of  dustbins  emptied  weekly  was 
697,  the  present  number  is  1191.  Smaller  increases  will 
occur  annually  as  new  houses  are  built. 

The  Council's  scheme  whereby  dustbins  can  be  hired  at  an 
annual  charge  of  5/-  is  v/orking  successfully  and  smoothly,  and 
has  been  of  great  a,ssistance  to  your  Inspector  in  ensuring 
that  every  house  has  proper  and  hygienic  storage  for  domestic 
refuse.  Fiftyseven  bins  ha^ve  been  provided  under  this  scheme. 

Number  of  bins  emptied  vreekly  1191. 

Number  of  new  bins  provided  during  year  15. 

* Although  the  above  statement  is  tirue  as  for  1950,  _ 
circumstances  have  changed  at  the  time  of  publishing, 
which  will  be  fully  described  in  a later  report. 

SALVAGE. 

It  has  been  found  possible  to  re-start  the  collection  of 
waste  paper  on  a reduced  scale.  Shops  and  business  premises 
now  have  a regular  collection  once  every  three  vi/eeke  t .Houses 
are  dealt  with  in  the  course  of  norma.l  refuse  collections. 

Paper  collected  is  not  baled  but  is  put  in  sacks  which  are 
supplied  by  the  Waste  Paper  Merchants.  The  price  for  waste 
paper  jumped  from  £3  a ton  in  April  to  £5  a ton  in  July. 


It  seems  that  there  is  now  an  acute  shortage  of  waste  paper 
v\rhich  is  ironical  v^rhen  12  months  previously  v/aste  paper\/¥/as 
unsaloahle,  and  thousands  of  tons  throughout  the  country  were 
burned.  Our  stocks  were  sold  for  £36.  6,  0.  in  Mo.rch  this 
year  hut  they  were  worth  about  £70  at  the  time  of  collection. 

The  weights  and  value  of  the  various  matori.als  salvaged  and 
sold  during  1950  are;- 


Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs . 

r 

cO  *5 

d. 

Paper  & Cardbpard 

(from  1949) 

9 

1 

0 

36 

. 6. 

0, 

Paper  & Cardboard 

(1950) 

13 

8 

3 

56 

9. 

Mi  3 c ellan  e ous 

4 

. 5, 

0. 

Total 

22 

10 

1 

£ 93 

. 13  > 

9. 

PETHOLEUM  ACTS . 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  Petroleum  Acts  which  are  mcmnly 
concerned  with  the  storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  and  the 
licensing  of  such  stores.  26  licences  to  store  Petroleum 
Spirit  are  held  in  the  Urban  district  providing  a storage 
capacity  of  more  than  73,000  gallons.  Licensing  fees 
amount  to  some  £22  a,nnuaily. 

1 new  licence  wa,s  grpuited  during  the  yeaPj  the  tank  being 
installed  under  the  supervision  of  your  Inspector. 


PEST  CONTROL. 


The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  ce.me  into  force  on 
the  1st  April  this  yep.r  and  arrangements  havu  been  mo-de  to 
employ  p.n  Operator  on  a part-time/hourly  basis.  This  Act 
repeals  the  Rats  .and  'Mice  (Destruction)  Actj  1919*  Section 
2 s bates!." 

(l)  It  shall  JO  the  duty  of  every  Local  Authority  to  take  such 
steps  as  may  bo  necessary  to  secure  as  far  as  pracricable  that 
their  district  is  kept  free  from  Ra.ts  and  Micc^  and  in  particular 

(a)  from  time  to  time  to  cp.rry  out  such  inspections  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose  p.forescaid. 

(b)  to  destroy  Rp.ts  and  Mice  on  land  of  which  they  are  the 
occupier  and  otherv\rise  to  keep  such  land  so  far  as 
practicable  free  from  Rats  and  Mice. 

(c)  to  eriforce  the  duties  of  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  ■ 
Linder  the  folloiving  provisions  of  this  Part  of  the  Act, 
and  to  carry  out  such  operations  ns  are  authorised  by 
these  provisions. 


(2)  Every  Local  Authority  shall  keep  such  records  and  make  such 
reports  relating  to  their  functions  under  this  Parc  of  the  Act 
as  may  be  required  by  any  directions  given  by  the  Minister  (of 
Agriculture  and  Pisherios } thereunder. 

The  followring  Council  properties  ho.ve  received  treatment 
during  the  jqo.Tc 


(1 ) Refuse  Tips  <,.,0  . ......  . 

,2 ' Public  Conveniencc-s  .....  . . . 

(3)  Stores  Yard  1 Stables,  Chapol  dtreet, 
[ 4 ) Council  Houses  ......  ......  . . . 

( t ) Housing  Site  ^ . 

(6 ) Victoria  Road  Depot  ...........  ....  . 


Operators  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  have 
treated  the  Slaughterhouse  and  Lairages  twice. 

Other  premises  treated  during  the  years- 

Private  Houses  . . o « » . . . c . . . o . . . „ « , 23. 

Licensed  Premises  .,,.<,,,,,0.0.0^00..  5. 

Shops  . . . c , 0 . , c , , . 0 o . . , o o « . c o o o . o , , . . 4. 

Other  premises  » . . . » . » » » . . » . . . 10, 

No,  of  visits  in  connection  with  Rates  and  Mice  - 64. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

No,  of  Shops  and  Stores  registered  ...0=.,....  85. 

No,  of  inspections  during  the  year  25. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1.  Inspections . 


Premises . Number,  Inspections . 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  38,  21. 

Factories  v/ithout  mechanical  power  .,9,  5. 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  4.  8. 

51.  34. 


2,  Lefects  Found. 

Sanitary  Conveniences . 

Dirty, 

Deficient, 


Number  Found. 

1. 

3. 

4. 


Remedied. 

1. 

3. 

4. 


One  Certificate  of  Adequate  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 
has  been  granted  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


During  the  year  6 samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  analysis  and  which  were  reported  as  follov^s;- 

Satisfactory  ....  1, 

Unsatisfactory  ....  5. 

As  a result,  and  in  connection  v/ith  above,  3 dv^^ellings 
Y^ere  provided  with  a piped  supply  from  the  Council's  main. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD, 


’ Diss  is  a slaughtering  centre  under  the  Memorando.  and 

Orders  of  the  Ministries  of  Food  and  Health,  suprjlying  a wide 
area  besides  the  town  itself  and  a population  of  som.e  p2,000. 
Meat  Inspection  is  carried  out  solely  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
of  the  Diss  Urban -District  Council. 


Notes , 

During  the  year  many  imp;:' 
A Water'  has  been  r.;'’ovrieo.  :.r; 

Wash  Da.siia  ^vi'CD  a O-ac  for  he 

The  yard  has  been  oo..acceinvi  cini  va.'S 
have  been  ma.de  to  the  . 

other  da,y,  and  all  mararse  is  rinao'''"c 


crv-s:.:ionts  have  been  carried  out, 
lie;',  of  a paJ.l  closet,  Ji 
■;  v/axeT  h-as  be'';.'  i.:.sta.Lled, 

::-es:rl.rs  ( i':'c::.ud:h:.g  painting 
Coedem'ao'j  'meat  is  removed  every 
d Wvjoklja, 


No.  of  visits  of  inspection  to  the  Slaughterhouse  - 557. 

SLAUGHTERING. 


Cattle. 

Calves . 

Sheep. 

Pigs . 

Genero.l 

1327 

954. 

2011 

140 

Co.sualties 

123 

40. 

8 

175 

Private 

- 

- 

- 

45 

1450 

994. 

2019 

360, 

Of  the  1450  Cattle  slaughtered  there  were;- 

647  Steers 
500  Heifers 
49  Cow/Heifers 
224  Cows 
30  Bulls. 


CONDEMNATIONS.  - V/hole  Carcases. 


Tuberculosis  only  17 

All  disease  (except 

— 

T.B.)  8 

4 

1 

15 

25 

4 

1 

15 

CONDEMNATIONS  - Part  Care a 

ses , 

Tuberculosis  only  7 

All  Diseases 

1 

- 

18 

(except  T.B. ) 39 

4 

3 

17 

46 

5 

3 

35 

WEIGHTS  OP  MEAT  CONDEMNED. 

Meat  (Tuberculosis) 

5 

Tons  6 

Cwts 

2 

Qrs 

1 

lbs. 

Meat  (Other  Causes) 

2 

" 14 

(! 

3 

II 

2 

II 

Offal  (Tuberculosis) 

1 

11  15 

II 

3 

II 

0 

II 

Offal  (Other  Causes) 

__ 

19 

II 

2 

ti 

22 

II 

Liver  (Distomatosis ) 

1 

" 19 

It 

1 

II 

8 

II 

12 

Tons  16 

Gv/ts 

0 

Qrs 

5 

lbs  0 

Notes  ; 

Losses  of  Meat,  po.rticularly  from  Tuberculosis  are  a 
disturbing  feature.  Is  enough  being  done  to  redLice  the  incidence 
of  disco.se  amongst  homo  bred  animo.ls  ? The  community  co.n  ill- 
afford  such  losses  po.rticularly  while  meat  remains  rationed. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  wide  areo.  from  which  Diss 
draws  its  supplies.  Cattle  o.nd/or  Sheep  have  come  from  Northiizm 
Ireland,  To.vistock,  Hov^rcs,  Do.rlington,  Daventry,  Ifcrket ■ Ho.rborough, 
Rugby,  • Northampton,  Hertford,  King's  Lynn,  Eo.st  Dereham,  St. Ives, 
Wo.tton,  Dunsto.ble,  Burnham  Market,  in  o.ddition  to  the  Diss  Markets. 

One  Cow  v\ras  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order 
of  1938,  the  f oroquo.rters  being  condemned. 

Only  one  oas'^  cf  nysticerus  has  boon  5.:.s  covered 

during  the  year. 
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SUIVMARY  OF  MEDICAL  SERVICES  AVAILABLE 

IE  AREA  RO.  3* 


For  the  information  and  guidance  of  Council  Memhers , a suiamary 
of  the  Medical  Services  avai.l^le  to  the  Eo,  5 Area  (comprising 
Depwade  and  Loddon  Rural  Districts  .and  I/ynondham  and  Diss  Urban 
Districts)  under  the  National  Health  Service  Acts,  is  given  below. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation  on  5th, 
July, 19A8,  and  is  designed  to  provide  a comprehensive  Health 
service  for  the  whole  population.  Only  the  briefest  suimnary  of  its 
provision  v/ill  be  given  here.  Hospital  and  specialist  services 
are  provided  in  the  area  by  the  Cambridge  Regional  Hospital  Board 
The  only  Institute  in  No. 5 area  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
is  the  Mental  Deficiency  Institute  at  Heckingham 


Health  Service  provided  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council  under  Part 
ITl  ''~of  the"  Act 

Section  22  Care  of  Mother  and  Young  Children 


Ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  have  not  been  established 
but  examinations  are  carried  out  by  general  medical  practitioners 
acting  as  agents  for  the  Norfolk  County  Council.  Cases  requiring 
a second  opinion  are  referred  to  specialist  obstreticians  at  the 
Norwich  and  Yarmouth  Hospitals,  Special  equipment  for  premature 
babies  is  held  in  central  depots  and  is  available  on  loan  for  use 
in  the  patients ’homes , 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  held  monthly  at  Diss,  Loddon, 

Long  Stratton  and  Wymondham  with  a Medical  Officer  and  a Health 
Visitor  in  attendance.  Extra  nourishment,  in  the  form  of  medicaments, 
when  considered  advisable,  is  issued  free.  Baby  foods  are  also 
available.  Diphtheria  immunisation  and  vaccination  against  small  pox 
is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  on  request. 


Village  Infant  Welfare  centres  have  also  been  established 
throughtout  the  -‘^rea.  These  are  listed  below  and  are  attended 
by  the  District  Nurse.  Sessions  are  held  monthly  and  a supply  o^f 
Welfare  foods  and  medicaments  is  available  where  required,  A 
Medical  Officer  is  not  normally  in  attendance. 


Alpington 

Bressingham 

Brock dish 

Brooke 

Bunv/ell 

Denton 

Ditchingham 


Earsham 

Ell ingham 

Gillingham 

Hales 

Langley 

Spooner  Row 

Tacolnestcn 


Thurlton 
Toper of t 

W'inf  arth  -.ng 
1/Voodton 


At  the  time  of  this  report  the  centre  at  Ditchingham  has  been 
discontinued  and  a new  one  established  at  Hales, 


In  addition,  infaat  w/eighing  facilities  are  available  *^0 
mothers  living  in  those  parishes  not  covered  by  the  above  centres. 
These  v/eighing  centres  are  established  at  s 

Burgh  St.  Peter  Haddiscoe  Scole 

Dickleburgh  Hempnall  Tasburgh 

Forncett  St. Peter  Pulham  Market  Tivetshall 

Dental  treatment  for  infants  and  pre-school  children,  and 
expectant  mothers,  already  referred  to  in  this  report,  is  provided 
where  possible,  by  the  School  Dental  Officer 

Sections  23,  24  and  25.  Midw^ifery  Services,  Heath  Visiting  and  Home 
Eursihp: 

There  is  a total  of  19  district  nurse  midwifes  in  the  Area, 
available  for  domiciliary  confinements. 
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Infant  Health  visiting  is  carried  ont  ..s  far  as  possible 
by  qualified  Health  Visitors  but  ov\/ing  to  the  shortage  these 
duties  are  othervd.se  combined  with  those  of  the  district 
nurs-ps  who  are  also  required  to  undertake  home  nursing.  There  is 
no  special  provision  for  a night  nursing  service. 

Section  26,  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

These  services  are  normally  carried  out  by  the  medical 
practitioners,  but  as  already  stated  are  available  at  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  There  is  no  charge  to  the  parents. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  sessions  are  also  arranged  at  schools 
throughout  the  area  and  parents  arc  urged  to  give  their  consent  both 
for  primary  and  reinforcing  injections,  and  is  carried  out  by  the 
local  medical  practitioners  , 

The  County  Council  has  made  arrangements  for  Registrars  of 
Births  and  Deaths  to  issue  to  all  persons  re gi site-ring  births 
leaflets  which  stress  the  imp.'ortance  of  vaccination  and  immunisation*. 
This  is  followed  up  by  a further  pamphlet,  in  the  form  of  a birthday 
card,  which  is  sent  to  the  home  by  the  Local  Health  Office  when  the  » 
child  reaches  the  age  of  one  year 

Section  27«  Ambulance  Service 


Ambulance  for  the  conveyance  of  patients,  other  than  infectious 
disease  cases  are  stationed  at  Attleborough,  Dies,  Harleston,  Beccles 
and  Rorwich. 


For  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases,  an  ambulance  and 
a sitting-case  car  are  available  at  East  Dereham  Isolation  Hospital. 

In  addition,  a sitting-case  car  service  also  exists  for  those  patients 
able  to  travel  by  car,  but  who  are  unable,  for  medical  reasons  to 
travel  by  public  conveyance. 

Section  28,  Prevention  of  Illness,  Car  and  Aiter-care. 


A,  Tuberculosis 

Tv/o  Health  Visitors  are  available  in  the  County  v^/ho  are  engaged 
on  after-care  work  and  prevention  and  they  also  attend  session  at 
the  Chest  Clinic.  Shelters,  bedding  and  other  equipment  is  supplied  • 
when  considered  advisable  as  also  is  extra  nourishment  in  suitable 
cases. 


B,  Mental  Health 

After-care  visits  are  made  v/here  advisable  by  the  two  Local 
V/elfare  Officers  and  a Psychiatrict  Social  W'orker,  These  officers 
have  various  other  duties  particularly  under  Section  51  ’ 

C . Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment 


Twelve  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  two  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  Medical  Loan  Depots  have  been  established  in  t e area  and 
these  are  listed  below.  Sick-room  equipment  and  other  items  such  as 
wheel -chairs  may  be  obtained  on  loan  by  applications  preferably 
supported  by  a doctor  or  district  nurse.  The  Society  or  Brigade 
is  reimbursed  by  the  County  Council  and  there  is  no  charge  to  the 
patient. 


Red 

Cross 

Harleston 
Tacolnston  8& 
Ashv\/ellthorpe 
Ashby 

Hempnall 

long  Stratton 

Pul ham  Market 

Gel deston 

Bergh  Apt  on 

Diss 

Raveningham 

Loddon 

Wymondham 

St . 

John. 

Diss 

Winfarthing 

t 
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Section  29 » Domestic  Help 

The  Home  Help  Service  administered  by  the  Norfolk  County 
Council  provides  assistance  where  domiciliary  confinement,  children 
without  a mother,  sickness,  blindness,  old  age  and  infirmity  or  mental 
deficiency  render  this  necessary.  This  is  an  extremely  valuable 
service  v/hich,  where  the  means  of  the  family  justify  it,  is  provided 
at  a reduced  coS't  or  even  free.  The  Home  Helps  are  solely  concerned 

with  helping  to  run  the  house,  cleaning  it,  preparing  meals,  caring 
for  children,  but  nursing  duties  are  outside  their  province. 

It  is  not  at  present  possible  to  place  a Home  Help  in  a 
"problem"  homes  v/here  the  visual  education  she  would  provide  could 
be  expected  to  lead  to  a higher  standard  of  housewifery  in  selected 
cases. 

Although  there  are  axDpr oximately  40  Home  Helps  available  in  the 
area,  it  must  be  emphasised  that  there  are  districts  which  are  not 
covered. 

Section  31.  Mental  Health  Service 


The  national  Health  Service  Act  makes  the  major  local  authorities 
responsible  for  initial  proceedings  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts  and  for  this  purpose  as  well  as  the  care  and  after-care 
of  patients  suffering  from  mental  illness,  two  local  Welfare  Officers  - 
designated  Duly  Authorised  Officers  - cover  the  No,  5 Health  Area, 

The  V'/elfare  Office  is  at  "Willov/dene",  Long  Stratton,  telephone 
Long  Stratton  22  0. 

An  Occupation  Centre  has  been  established  at  Sprowston  for 
suitable  ineducable  children  v/ho  have  been  notified  under  Section 
57  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  19A4,  and  it  is  hoped  to  establish  a centi 
at  Diss  for  children  in  that  District,  A Home  Teacher  visits  those 
children  unable  to  attend. 

Education  Act  1944 

All  school  children  other  than  those  attending  private  schools 
are  medically  examined  periodically  and  parents  are  invited  to  attend 
these  consultations.  Treatment  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  for 
certain  cases  of  defect,  but  in  general  is  arranged  through  the 
family  doctor. 

National  Assistance  Act  (Section  29) 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council  for  advice 
and  assistance  to  be  given  to  blind,  deaf,  dumb  or  other  seriously 
disabled  persons.  Details  can  be  obtained  either  from  the  Local 
Health  Office, "Will owdene"  Long  Stratton,  or  from  the  County 
Medical  Officer  direct. 
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